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GUI DANCE - PROCUREMENT OF SPARE AND REPLACEMENT PARTS

A PURPOSE

The pur pose of this docunent is to provi de gui dance to t he i nspector
regarding the applicability of QA program requirenents for the
procurenent of spare and replacenent parts.

B. DI SCUSSI ON

10 CFR 50, Appendix B, Criterion VIl states, in part, that neasures
shoul d be established to assure that purchased naterial, equi pnent
and servi ces, whet her purchased directly or through contractors and
subcontractors conformto the procurenent docunents.

Experience has shown that a certain degree of confusion exists
concerning the applicability of Criterion VII to spare and
repl acenent parts which may be in the form of off-the-shelf or
non-of f-the-shelf itenms. The confusion factor is also increased
when safety-related conponents are procured and stored under a
consortiumor co-ownership association, until needed by one of the
menbers of the consortiumor association. The follow ng questions
and responses are provided to give the regulatory position for
several of the possible concerns.

C. SPECI FI C GUI DANCE

1. Question. Wiich QArequirenents are applicable for spare or
repl acenent parts?

Response. The controlling QA requirenents are those of each
i ndividual licensee that are passed down the procurenent
chain. The requirenents of each |icensee can be expected to
vary in specifics, fromproduct to product, and for the sane
product since the application may be different. 1t should be
noted that sone |icensee QA prograns were reviewed and
approved by the NRC as long as ten or nore years ago,
therefore, the applicable QA requirenents are those to which
each licensee has commtted in his SAR The only changes to
t hese are those which he has voluntarily nade on new regul a-
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tions or conm ssion orders (not Regul at ory Gui des) whi ch coul d
preenpt his original commtnents.

2. Question. What vintage quality assurance programshoul d be
applied for the procurenent of of f-t he-shel f and
non-of f-the-shelf itens?
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Response. The QA programapplicabl e to spare part procurenent
whet her for immediate or later use is the one to which a
specific licenseeis coomtted. However, the type and anount
of QArequiredis "to an extent consistent wwth theinportance
to safety of the itenf as described in Criterion I1I.

It should be noted that for those conponents which are
classified as an ASME code item the manufacturer nust conply
with the | atest code issue in order to obtain renewal of his
certificate of authorization (N-Stanp). This ensures sone
updati ng but does not apply to noncode parts.

3. Question. What QA programrequirenents shoul d be i nposed on
spare or replacenent parts that are:

a. Destinedto be stored (warehoused) by either the procurer
or supplier until needed?

b. Destined to be stored by either the procurer or supplier
under a consortium or a co-ownership association, until
needed by one of the nenbers of the consortium or
associ ation?

c. Wien such stored itens are |ater needed, what actions
(e.g., upgradi ng) woul d be necessary beforetheitens are
actual ly used?

Response. As described in responses for itens A and B above,
t he applicable QArequirenents are those to whichthe specific
licensee is commtted. GCenerally, stored itens shoul d not
require upgrading if a proper pedigree is available and
assum ng no degradation has occurred. However, if sonme new
condition is identified which makes the part unsuitable for
use, upgradi ng or procurenent of a newpart woul d be requi red.
The licensee is responsible for determ ning the adequacy of
such itens.

END
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